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TIA ANNOUNCES 28-CITY CERTIFIED 
ATS INSTRUCTOR TRAINING TOUR FOR 2012
Las Vegas, NV – The Tire Industry Association (TIA) announced today that a series of 4-day Certified Automotive Tire Service (ATS) Instructor classes will be conducted nationwide throughout 2012. The ATS Instructor Tour will visit 28 cities across the continental United States, with classes being held at local community and technical colleges near major metropolitan areas.

TIA’s Certified ATS Instructor Program provides in-depth and comprehensive hands-on instruction on the recommended procedures for servicing the tires and wheels on modern automobiles and light trucks. It is designed for the passenger and light truck tire service professional with subjects ranging from proper lug nut torque procedures and puncture repair guidelines to the TPMS relearn and diagnostic procedures for domestic and import vehicles. Retailers can take advantage of TIA’s “train-the-trainer” model by investing in the education of a key employee who can return to the dealership as a TIA Certified Instructor to train the technicians.

“We are incredibly proud of the new ATS training and certification program, so it was an easy decision to embark on a national tour,” remarked Larry Brandt, TIA President. “This unprecedented commitment to educating the industry is just another reason why TIA is the recognized leader in technician training and certification.” 

The first two classes in January have been scheduled for Akron/Canton, OH and St. Louis, MO. The Akron/Canton class will take place at Stark State College from January 10-13, 2012, while the St. Louis class will be held at Ranken Technical College on January 24-27, 2012. TIA will have registration information available at booth #40049 in the Global Tire Expo (GTE) section of the SEMA show in the South Hall of the Las Vegas Convention Center. 

The locations and tentative dates for the remaining 26 cities are as follows:
	· February – Philadelphia, PA; Miami, FL

· March – Chicago, IL; Toledo, OH; Los Angeles, CA

· April – Minneapolis, MN; Atlanta, GA

· May – Seattle, WA; Orlando, FL; New Orleans, LA

· June – Greensboro, NC; Boston, MA; Dallas, TX 

· July – Richmond, VA; Phoenix, AZ
	· August – Salt Lake City, UT; Baltimore, MD

· September – Denver, CO; New York, NY; Houston, TX

· October – Memphis, TN; Cincinnati, OH

· November – Kansas City, MO; Jacksonville, FL

· December – San Antonio, TX; San Francisco, CA


TIA plans to release the specific dates and locations for the February to December classes by the end of 2011, but the dates may change depending on availability. 

“We’ve barely scratched the surface with the Certified ATS Program, so we expect the Tour to provide us with the type of growth that we need to continue our mission,” said Kevin Rohlwing, TIA Senior Vice President of Training. “Nobody should be servicing passenger and light truck tires without proper training. By conducting a series of Certified Instructor classes around the country, we can significantly increase the number of qualified technicians and help improve the image of our industry.”

Interested companies can also visit the Association’s website, www.tireindustry.org or contact Christine Marnett, Director of Training, at cmarnett@tireindustry.org or 1-800-876-8372, ext. 106 for more information.
About TIA: 

The Tire Industry Association, with a 90 year history representing all segments of the national and international tire industry, is the leading advocate, as well as, instructor in technical training of tire service technicians. For more information, visit www.tireindustry.org or call 800-876-8372.
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